Local Business

Fresh from receiving of-
ficial certification from the
American Barista & Coffee
School In Portland, Ore.,
Elizabeth Acevedo, a four-
month Princeton resident,
has found a niche in commu-
nity retail, and has every in-
tention of making it work,

“This Is my dream, my pas-
sion, and of course there's
going to be a risk,” she said,
as she served up a perfect
16-ounce cappuccino at the
new coffee bar at Princeton
Shopping Center’s Chestnut
Tree Books. The bar, which
opened two weeks ago, Is
located toward the back of
the store's promenade level,
and Is intended to bring a
new dynamic to the three-
year enterprise.

And, as Is often seen with
locally owned Princeton
retail, this operatlon sup-
ports another local: Small
World Coffee supplies the
beans here. "l realized Small
World's reputation, and It
just made a lot of sense,”
sald Chestnut Tree's owner
Ira Kaye, who added that

TOWN TOPICS, PRINCETON, N.J., WEONESOAY, DECEMSER 27, 2006 = 10

The Cappuccino Comes to Chestnut Tree
As Princeton Resident Follows Her Dream

Small World had also sup-
plied training and planning.
“They sat down with us and
were very supportive: be-
cause | knew nothing about
this.”

That was, of course, before
he met Ms. Acevedo, who

that, she taught English for ’—'__"lz o,

20 years in Puerto Rico from

fourth grade to the unlver- .

sity level.
But she and Mr, Gomez
had other designs, and the

corporate world just wasn't T

cutting it. “This isn't work,”

Ms. Acevedo sald. "If you g

enjoy what you're doing, it's
never going to be ‘'work."

While the barista craft

was referred to him by Da-
should not be downplayed,
vid Newton, vice president of Ms. Acevedo sald the over-

Palmer Square Management,
who knew that she had been
looking for a spot to get
started. "1 had been trying
to get a locatlon and while
this is not my own store, It
helps me administrate, get
hands-on experience, and
run the whole thing,” she
sald, adding that she and
her partner and fiancé, Pe-
dro Gomez, are still looking
for a more permanent spot.
“This is good experlence —1
get to help Ira out, I'll train
someone later on when ! do
get my own locatlon, and be
able to get out there,”

Ms. Acevedo had been a
five-year administrator and
tralner at the Manhattan of-
fice of Aramark, a food ser-
vice company, and before

all experience In a colfee
shop, or anywhere In retail

for that matter, should never NEw TD THE GAME, BUT UNAFRAID:
the corporate world behind for a fresh roast. Ms. Aceveda, along with flancé Pedro Gomez,

be overlooked.

"What we want to do is are jooking to open their own coff
market the positive experl- experience by managing the new co
ence, where we get to edu- genter.

cate the customer about the
beans, about the drink, so
before they walk out, they
can more than taste that
good quality coffee,” she
said.

"And hopefully we'll get to
see the customer again and
again.”

Sometime around 1993,
Princeton, particularly
downtown Princeton Bor-
ough, suddenly became in-
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Elizabeth Acevedo is more than confident as she leaves

ee shop in town. In the meantime, Ms. Acavedo is getting
ffee bar at Chestnul Tree Books at the Princeton Shopping
{Phota by George Vogel}

“Top Ten of the Year 2006 Pick”
-The Artful Diner, NJ.com

cross cultura! comfort cuisine™

New Year’s Eve
Four Course Prix Fixe Menu

$69

Seatings at 7:00 and 9:30 ., ~ - _

By Reservation Only - As Always BYOB - 2
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Pennington, NJ 08534 T . - ——
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For details, visit www.ZaRestaurants.com

“An exuberant menu, globally inspired ... It is a fine

introduction to this effervescent new spot ... Za's
exuberance is terrific.” -The New York Times
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FINAL SALE

December 26—January 6
GLENMARLE WOOLWORKS

The Princeton Sh_opping Center

609-921-3022
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Liposuction ~ Breast Augmentation ~ Breast Reduction

Facelift ~ Eyelid Surgery ~ Browilift

Abdominoplasty ~ Thigh Lift ~ Breast Reconstruction

Restylane ~ Botox ~ Collagen

Laser Hair Removal ~ Peels ~ Skin Treatments

Laser Skin Resurfacing

~ Sandra J. Gatt, MD, FACS
Certified, American Board of Plastic Surgery

4250 Boute 1 North Suite 3, Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852

732-274-1500 » www.sandragatt.com
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undated with coffee shops.
Small World opened on
Witherspoon Street; Star-
bucks was quick to follow;
Bucks County Coffee, now
closed. opened on Palmer
Square West; and Halo Pub
proved to be a popular spot.
Nowadays, you can find peo-
ple sipping espresso in the
window of the Little Chef
on Tulane Street, or at the
Bucks County Coffee bar at
McCaffrey's at the Shopping
Center. Small World has also
opened a successful take-out
location on the burgeon-
ing eastern end of Nassau
Street.

Those coffee outlets have
somehow managed to coex-
ist in quite close proxim-
ity for more than a decade
now, so Ms. Acevedo is un-
deterred. “You know what?
There's still room for more,
and there's still room for
people to choose. ['m not
competing with anybody
because every one of those
places will have their faithful
customers.”

On a recent trip to Seattle,
the so-called capital of cof-
fee, the volume of coffee
shops amazed Ms. Acevedo.
“On every corner, there was
a different coffee shop, and
you ask ‘how do they do it?’
The industry is huge.”

So while the model for
success exists, Ms. Acev-
edo, looking to start a new
chapter in her life, disclosed
another small secret: confi-
dence.

“I've traveled, I've met
people, and life is just an
experlence — it's beautiful.
You meet people. you do
different things, and I'm not
alraid of it."

—Matthew Hersh

Business
Roundup

The New Jersey Chapter
of the American Institute
of Architects (AIA) recently
anpounced that KSS Ar-
chitects has been awarded
several honors, including the
2007 Architect of the Year
and two design awards, KSS
partner Allan Kehrt, FAIA,
was named Architect of the
Year, while the firm received
an Honor Award for its Cen-
ter for Academic Success at
Kean University In Union,
and the Merit Award for its
Metasequoia Viewing Struc-
ture at the University of
Pennsylvania‘s Morris Arbo-
retum in Chestnut Hill, PA.

In retail business openings,
The Walking Company,
Inc., a retailer of comfort
footwear, will open a new
store in Palmer Square on
Nassau Street by the end of
the month, Palmer Square
representatives said this
week; and Princeton Mat-
tress is currently holding
its grand opening at 20
Nassau Street in Princeton
Borough.

N.C. JEFFERSON
Plumbing & Heating

* Commercial
* Residentiai
* Free Estimates

190 Witherspoon Street
924-3624
State License Number 7084

Final Clearance Sale
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Apparel and
Footwear
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Lawrenceville Shopping Center
2495 US Highway 1 Ste 7
Lawrenceville, N] 08648
Ph:609-637-0700

Princeton Shopping Center
301 North Harrison St.
Princeton, NJ
Ph:609-683-8907
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